December 24, 1932 to July 18, 1933 Diary (typescript) 
Robert Haley Asher 


2 


Robert Haley Asher, Septet 


ember 9, 1945, 


Robert Haley Asher was bom 28 March 1868, to Josephus Marion Asher, who was the frst commercial 
nurseryman in the San Diego area, providing buyers with fruit trees, shrubs, & vines from his Fruit Vale ranch 
in Paradise Valley, National City. Robert Asher settled on Palomar Mountain in 1903, and ultimately had 160 
acres, living inthe Pauma Creek / State Park area. Robert Asher also lived off Palomar Mountain part ofthe 
year working as a nurseryman among other things. On Palomar, Asher photographed summer campers, then 
‘developed and sold them photos; he also sold posteards off his photos, trapped animals for pelts, collected and 
sold wild plants, picked apples, and worked oda jobs. Asher moved off Palomar Mountain in 1946 to his sister 
Mas. Josephine A. Vacher's place on Fuerte Drive in El Cajon and continued to visit Palomar Mountain until, 
1951, Asher passed away on 25 April 1953. 


‘These digitized pages are from the Robert Haley Asher papers (held by Peer Brueggeman). When Josephine 
Vacher’s son vacated the family house in El Cajon, the family gave Robert Asher materials at that location to 
Peter, due to his Palomar Mountain history interests. Digitization of these materials and posting them to the 
Interet Archive is intended to enhance and preserve access to these materials. 


‘Typescript diary entries from December 24, 1932 to July 18, 1933, 
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Spruce Hill Camp, April <2, 1933. | 
Dear Bob;- 


Nearly four months of the year 1933 gone already, Bob, 
and what have accomplished? Not very much, I'm afraid. We 
—.~, Will go back to San Ysidro Deosabas 24th. From San Ysidro ‘ 
\9F2 we went over to Wacher's. On the way through San Diego we 
stopped in at the First Church. Saw Hob Fleisher, BD D.G. 
Cowles and John Bunyan Smith. Dr. Smith took me down to the 
basement where our Baptist folks were fixing up Christmas 
baskets and packages for people who would otherwise have 
ery Little Christmas cheer. Had lunch with them and then 
got a ride out to Hl Cajon City with one of the Baptist 
brothers and his wife. Walked up to Vacner's carrying my 
blankets: etc. Heap pames tired -- but made it unassisted. 


bss) 
aueene deBac had gone to Washington, D.C.,to take the exams 
for Us. Diplomatic Service. On Christmas morning, before 

. getting up — was — violently ill -- stomach. In bed 


several days. Gradually got on my feet again. Pretty weak 


a ty Pies 


me first. | Chopped wood. Dug weeds. Pruned rose bushes. Gar- 
G5 GG So wie RRA. 2c) 
dened quite a bit. Don't — whether we were more help 
[GGL8S wand orotacte 

= ~ thas nuisance. About the only cash money we spent was for 

5 Bea Jge8 ay Ke ia Be A it see 3 

-§.D.Tribune subscription. Before leaving Vacher's Toate hand 

. Pie@erany, Qf Bi lic fs: Camiee, 3 

ed me a ten dollar bill. We were nearly pastes rr ae ten 
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eccl7. Diary. Asher. Palomar. 


Road and the Hill Ranch, He had brought lunches for both 
of us along, but my dinner was nearly ready upon his afr- 
Tival. i had had breakfast at daylight and was hungry, 
while he had had his breakfast at 8.30 and wasn't yet 
hungry enough to eat. so he told me to go Tight ahead with 
my dinner -- which I did -- such manners! One teeny little 
cloud for a few minutes over the hills to the southeast -- 
then gone utterly.Ants very busy in the house. ANTS! 


Rite 


‘Thursday. May le Clear all day. Warmer. At 4 P.M. there 


* F Qee 
seemed to oh aline of fog off tne coast. Had lunch at the 
i S eR ON Cod ‘ 
a. Clearing and piling brush near puzzard nock -- south 
eh a3. Gri Ct 
and southwest. Ants still busy in house. Awrs! 


<a “ehiekene e wen 

er: of May 26. Clear all day. Warm. Low fog in coastal 

y s early. Cutting brush and digging terrace south of 
3 “Rock. Ants moderate. But -- ANTS! 


ae plans BR Beving Jo0 acd wi: 


Se dag Crear aay. ‘Fog in to foot of mountain 
‘ty Own pledge. Gon sald “tase Tho Bok i 
are wer Face to bee but went out early.Very 
; Me ee bo: DVRS tease «Foo 


the a enireraé.. some cascara 


Pecks: Bent, dp. a rat's nest. 
an al 


been. aeet* 


or 


ecels. Diary. Asher. Palomar. 


about noon time. To Hill's as usual. All O-K. Mrs Hill nas 
practically recover from the effects of her cold. Josned 
her a bit about the Brawn Diet. The Brawn Diet was suppoS- 
ed to eliminate susceptibility to sich things as colds and 
hay fever. She said thetMr. Brawn had explained it by say~- 
ing that it was something already in her system that was 
being eliminated. A sort of hangover from prevae- previous 
mistaken dieting habits --- sugars and starches and everytn 
thing that's nice -- eh what? Some gorgeous red tulips 
from Mrs Beaches garden. Bill and Maryann were over to the 
chicken dinner. Early in the past week a skunk got into the 
Hill chicken house and killed several. At this rate the 
chickens won't last long. Don Gordon up to Weber's over 
night. On motorbike. Stopped in at Hill's on way back for 
short visit. He may be up again in two weeks with the folks 
who have been living on the Old Gordon Place. Two weeks 
later he plans on having Joe and lirs Miller up to call on 
me at my own place. Don said that he would like to have the 
road from the Oliver Place to Lower Doane Valley opened be- 
fore then. I have been hoping that the State Park folks -- 
Forest Service -~ would get around to doing this very thing 
soon. There are several fallen oak trees and big limbs now 
lying across the road velow my “Setee" -- theplace where my 
own private road branches off trom the Doane Valley road. 
No ants in evidence inside the house just now--- but it is 


rather late in the day for them to be around -- 7 P.M. 


Monday. May 29. Clear early, but thunder clouds around most 


of the day. Fog below early. Fog below again at 6 P.M, 


es 


ecel9. Diary. Asher. Palomar, 


Thick haze yesterday and day before has shut off sunset 
views of the coast. Can't see anything in that direction. 
Worked A.M. on a new terrace above Louie SPring. Have 

some hope of developing water here. Warm all day. Took it © 
easy middle of day. Did some washing. After early supper 
worked same as A.M. ANTS: 


des 


suesday. | at SU. Fog below all day. It came up to the edge 


of Tepee. Flat about 1 P.M., but settled back toward even- 


ing. Just before sunset the tops of the fog-clouds lay in 


long, narrow billows with steep sides in snadows -- a very 
striking effect. Morning warm -- with thunder clouds cast 


| f of the sky. These were gone by noou. Colder P.iie Two 


<a 


men drove in about 7.30 and went down the canyo to fish. 


me all dey. I went over to Doane Valley 6 A-li. to do some 
} = but not enough sun to show up the. shadows.Then 
m Revhen ee Amead Of: a bit of brush-cutting. 
cascare bank andes up to the house at 9.15 
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ccec3l. Diary. Asher. Palomar. 


and back as far as the Hill Ranch traveling afoot. There 


they had saddled up the two animals and ridden over to the 
Beach Ranch. I took Blue over to Kenneth's cabin and put thé 
rest of my stuff on ee -- after cinching him up good and 
tight -- Blue all the, ¢runting as though I were Killing 
him dead entirely. Then back to Bil). 80 Bibb lugubriously 


informed me that Ranger Rogers and Mr. Jermo had been aroun ( 


yesterday 
ose all over for me. I told Bill that 1 had been at tne 
cabin all yesterday P.M. 1 clean forgot that I had been dow 
down to the Sang gardens part of the time. So maybe I'maZz 
jier. But unintentional. Mr. Rogers had been down to tne Te 
pee Camp grounds. Mr. Cowles and others had gotten in with 
pipe, lumber, etc. According to Bill, Ranger Rogers and 
Brother Cowles hadn't gotten together on the fire-protection 
Focineas and that Rogers felt that I -- Bob Asner -- should 
hustle back home and see about it. Well, Bob was soon on hiS 
way -- lirs Hill in the lead riding Grace and leading Old Ba 
Blue -- Bob alongside trundling the now empty one-wheel 
truck. There were some cattle in Freack Valley , but I kept 
on the far side of Old Blue and there was no stampede. Stop 
ping in at the Hill house Miss Josephine got into her hik- 
ing outfit and the procession continued on as far as the 


head of my Tiger Lily Trail. Me -- I was pretty near all in 


when I reached home at Spruce Hill Camp. 


‘Saturday. June 17. Mr. Cowles and three other men busy in- 
stalling the 2 inch pipe line. Bob Fleisher and Boy Scouts 
arrived and arriving at 10.30 AeM. All hands dismayed by 
‘the mountain of stuff unloaded from truck and to be gotten 


by hand down to the Tepee. I left them and went over to my 


~ 


cecds2. Diary. Asher. Palomar. 


mail box. Nothing there yet, so went over to the gate to 
Wait. Car came along with some boy scouts aboard. Mir. Fares 
ker, the driver, had lost his Way , and was a long distance 
off from the road he should have taken. I took the boys in 
charge -- each one of them Carrying a little stuff. We wait 
ed for a few minutes at the gate when Mrs Hill and kiss Jo 
came along with the mail. A note to me from Eddie Lyon ask- 
ing permission to stay at my Yellow Pine Camp. He stated 
that he would be out of the Weyss cabin tomorrow the 18th. 

_ Wanted me leave word at mail box or with Mrs Hill not later 
than 4 P.M. tomorrow. I told Mrs Hill to tell him that it 
would be all rignt. Then the boys -- Jonn, Paul, Vainsent-aa 
Vincent and Richard -- and 1 took the road and trail for my 
camp. Arriving at the end of the road above my house we 
found Bob Fleisher tired out and discouraged. T- It seemed 
to me that the greater part of the pile of goods and dunnag e 


gone -- but Bob said big lot left. 


Sunday. June 18. Clear all day. Hay fever bad last night -- 
worst yet. Must get out of here -- so took part of my beddi 
bedding to Yellow Pine Camp on the way up to Hill's. Uncle 
Tom hike to get about a little on crutches -- but it doesnt 
do his foot any good.Don Gordon came in from the road with 
a couple of his friends -- a man and his wife. Man even 
eean than Don. I came back in the afternoon by way of Yel 
low Pine Cama.<- but no Eddie yet. Went on over to Spruce 
Hill and lay down on .the bed for a few minutes -- then 


decided to beat it back to Yellow Pine. Took more blankets 


and some grub. Slept outside on the éround. No Eddie. No Gus, 


ae 
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eccdl. Diary. Asher. Palomar. 


yy ‘Tuesday. July 4. Plenty hot! Up to 92 degrees in the snades 
Sacked more Chamiso. Two sewed sacksin addition to the 9 
sacks clipped stuff. Rogers reported one lone duck flyine& 
south. Rather early for the fall Lid@nt. Taree truck loads 
of Civilian Army boys passed on way to Rodeo at Julian. 
Others yesterday and Sunday, but 1 didn't happen to see tue™ 
From Temecula. Boys all working on fire guards, and stand- 
ing it pretty well -- according to Rogers. He says that the 
Civilian Army may be in existance for two years. If a boy 
does not care to reinlist after a six-months term he is 
sent back home. 
Wednesday. July 5. Very hot. & 76 degrees at store. Others é 
SS icinc too -- Mrs Bosewell and Mrs Hueston. Finisned 3 
Sacking snattered Chamiso. No sign or word from Paden or 
his son-in-law. Tnunderneads around. Jermo at Lookout Sta- 
tion, Bougher Hill, reported threat of rain there. Clear 
at dark. East wind most of day. Rogers invited me to have 
supper with him -- but too late -- I had already finished 


eating. But went over and visited with him until nine or 


ten o*clock. Kids and Missus away from nome. 


Thursday. July 6. Wrote to Barnes and Mrs Hill. Was up the 
valley by Brady's. Mr. Brady not well. Yesterday's heat too 
much for him. Said that an old man like himself shouldn't 
have to stand it. Went on along old road past Gardiners and 
up along his pipe-line from the canyon. Saw a big rattler, 
put he got away from me in the bushes. Cut northeast cross 


country to old road again. Finally crossed valley to nortn 


and up low hills. Some very nice Chamiso here. Glancing back 
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the way I had come noticed Something that looked like a 
een Sm below.where I had érossed and perhaps hal- 
a mile above Gardiner's, Another large barn to the southeas), 
More hills and to, Post Office Canyon and the highway and so 
home, Dewey had eone over to Pamo to put up some notices. 
irs Rogers and family back from San Diego at 2 P.li. At abou 
5 P.li,n I went east on the highway again a s far as tne hay- 
field and then up the hills to the north, but found little 
of: especial interest. No word from Paden yet. Mr, Bosewell 
Said that Paden drove past the store this morning. He had 


Seen nothing of Padents son-in-law. 


Friday. July 7. 98 degrees the high for the day. Started G& 
down the valley to see Paden, but met him at the gate. Son- 
in-law not arrived yet. Paden offered to return the dollar, 
but I told him that if we could get the stuff to the rail- 
road at Hemet +ket it would be O.K. witn Mr. Barnes. He said 
that if he made a special trip he would want enough freight 
to pay for the gasolene -- and no more -- he would have to 
get groceries soon anyway. I asked him when. He said soon, 
How much Ae About 75 cents from me would be enough, 
He said that he might take on the sacks on his way home frow 
work tonight. He is running the thresner for the Baileys and 
has to take his pay in hay, therefore he must figure some 
way to get the cash to buy gasolene. I rode up with him inty 
the Bailey home grounds northeast of Ranger Station. There 
was a fair-sized house. "The old Bailey home!" he explained , 
I had heard that the Baileys attitude toward chance visitors 
was somewhat hostile, so I very promptly made my way out to 
the highway and then east for about a mile when 1 turned 
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north into the hills into rolling country somewhat differen! 
from that of yesterday. Found good views of Palomar and Bea 
beauty Mountains, Some attractive rocks and good-sized 
patehes of bare ground. All brush and no bare ground makes 
the landscape painter neither happy, wealthy or wise. Excuse 
it please: Stuck around camp all afternoon. Washed and mend- 
ed and washed again. Paden passed by late, but didn't stop 


in. Mir, Causey's police dog around. Seems to be quite frieng|y 
™~N 


Saturday. July 8. Had bad attack of hay fever in the night. 
Dust kicked up repacking Chamiso probable cause. Had been 
almost free of hay fever lately. Started several colored 
pencil sketches. Mr. and lirs Hueston and Charlie Rogers 
went rabbit-hunting up the valley. Hueston got a young 

Jack and a cottontail. Gave me the cottontail. When I got 
around to eciuhing the rabbit I found that I was working 
under three expert skinning instructors -- the twins and 
Charlie. mr. Paden has just driven in and loaded on the 
Sacks of Chamiso. ue said that it was too late to take it 
to Hemet tonight. may be Mionday before it can go, Or son- 


-in-law may get in tonight and so take to Gardena after all, 


Sunday. Juky 9. After leisurely breakfast struck out west 
on highway to top of divide. Thence north to top of near-by 
hill through tall, unburned Chamiso. Saw some green trees g 
in distance northwest, so went over to investigate. Half a 
dozen good-sized cottonwoods. No surface water, but some 
damp ground. Back to camp arriving about 10.15. Noticed Pad- 


en's little truck parked near schoolhouse. Two otner cars. 


Sunday school. Roger's youngsters in attendance. Rogers 
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Came over to the tent just as I nad started potatoes and 

AX \ahlht s 
cooking for dinner. He asked me if I would care to gO UP 
the mountain. I assured him that I not only cared but 
would be delighted, ata -enance to-get- a _ride-up_the-mount= 
sim He said that he would take me up in the "Cheese-Cutter, 
He was planning on getting up the mountain later in tne wee l< 
on Forest Service business but would be unable to take me a- 
long. He was to ve away from home Monday to Wednesday or Fa 
Thursday and would come into My place from the other way to 
inspect the Baptist Camp Grounds. We left Ranger Station a- 
bout 12 noon. Two hours getting to the nead of my Tiger 
Lily Trail, where he let me off. He declared that he would 
only be an hour getting back home. "Cheese-Cutter" a strinp 
stripped-down Overland. Wouldn't mind owning it myself, but 
don*t suppose Dewey would care to sell. We stopped in at 
Hill’s for my mail, but they had not brought any over ex- 
cept for the first mail day or two af ter I nad left For Oak 
_ Grove. Mrs Hill said that she would get my mail on Tuesday. 
After supper went down to Tepee. No one there.Cabin built 
and windows boarded up. They had done a lot of clearing west 
end of flat. When I returned to my cabin 1 found a note dat-— 
ed July 8. (Yesterday) "Dear Asher -- Had some groceries -- 
afraid to leave them -- will write letter -- Cowles", This 
seems to indicate that no one will be in camp again very 
soon, However, there was water in the pipes -- so I reckon 


someone will be up to shut it off before winter, 


Monday. July 10. Took some of my things down to the Tepee. 


Then back up and across to Yellow Pine Camp for more things: 


First reasonably comfortable mid-day since I left home two 
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and a half weeks ago. Wish I had alittle car like the 
Gheese-Cutter. Really need a car if I undertake any more 
collecting. After dinner took tools down to Tepee and 
started leveling-off for tent house.on my side of the 
boundary line. After supper over to the Iron Spring for 


more things. 


Tuesday. July 1. Morning cutting brusn Tepee Campy Terrace. 
After dinner went over to Yellow Pine for a load of stuff 
which I took through Doane Valley to the head of Tiger Lily 
fril where I dropped it for the time being and hiked up to 
the mail box. Had a long wait for Mrs Hill and my two-weeks 
mail. Mrs Hill said that she was expecting to ¢0 down next 
Monday for a week's visit. Wanted me to look after ranch -- 
Uncle Tom and the girls had gone home to San Anselmo during 


my absence. Received letter from Barnes inclosing a $10.00 


check. 


Wednesday. July 1%. Cutting brush on Tepee C amp Trail. Mr. 


Rogers turned up just as I finished lunch. Wouldn't have 


anything but a couple of oranges. Went down to Tepee. Said 


20 feet must be cleared off every way from the Baptist Camp 


cabin. Also from where the boys had had their camp fire eas} 


to my line. Remarked; “What a dirty camp ground® A lot of 


empty paper boxes scattered around kitchen-sites. Also bits 


of paper at boy tent sites and straw sprawling all over 


ground instead of being neatly piled. Rogers went up the 


pill and I worked awhile on T.C.eI- Then up to house, Not 


feeling extra well. While Rogers was at the Tepee I gave 


jim a lecture on the need of a Forest Service fire guard 
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Thursday. Julyls- 


to the west along the Meridian. Went up to mail box. Waited 


an hour and then caught sight of Mrs Hill riding up tne val~ 
ley. Stuck around until she returned. She was uncertain abe 


about getting off Monday or Tuesday. It depended upon now 


she was feeling and when the Brawn's would be going down. 1 


Friday. July 14. Worked on T.C.T. A.M. and part of P.M. At 
about 2.30 PeM. heard someone yelling up the hill. Rushed w i 
up trail and met John Bunyan Smith and Mr, Cowles. They | 
had had County Surveyor Childs down as far as the present f= 
end of the road above my house looking into road-construct- oS 
ion possibilities. Said Sheriff Cooper favors removal of 
Prison Camp to Palomar and that Cowles had offered use of 
Baptist Camp grounds. Dr. Smith's son Bromley came through 
Stanford with flying colors. Won cup in debate. Has job as 
instructor in university. J.B. told me to "Call at house 
when you are in San Diego -- we have a bed for you". Cowles 
aeeauded tax statement of the 160 acres here. I had not awesp 
able to pay last year's taxes on either the San Ysidro or 
Palomar Mountain properties. Cowles told me that I had bet- 
ese ans their cabin wnen working near the fepee -- and Dr. 
Smith Baniced im up. Will send me key to cabin. Barring 
further iat etl enss I am to pull up intake pipe at creek 


and fasten it securely out of reach of possible flood wat- 
ers. 


Saturday. July aio: At 1.30 “Aull, heard something rattling 


tins in ‘the ki tehen. Found tin cup onground and ants 


Worked a bit on T. 


swarming all over plate and tem pan. 


c. ce ‘Mot, feeling well 80. stayed around house PR. pee After — 
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supper went down to Tepee and "heeledin" the plants I had 


brought home from Oak Grove, 


Sunday. July 16. Breakfast and dinner at Hill's. Left for 
home 5 P.ii. Mrs Hill is to go down with the Brawns at 
6.15 Aes on Tuesday. I am to start up as early as I please 


and get my own breakfast up there. Mrs Hill said that Gene 


and Nyla are to be at Weber's indefinately. Mrs Weber needs 
Genes help -- and his doctor had said that he must get away 
from busines on account of his health. If Gene is there Gus 
will be able to put in more time on government work. While 
I was at Oak Grove Dr. Crowie Dickson died as the result 

of an accident on the West End Grade. The Maurice Brauns 
are to rent a cottage at Bailey’s -- either Milton's oriirs 
Shaules. An auto into my place during the day -- but no 


names on Visitor's Book. 


Monday. July 17. Took four canvasses, easel and paints 
down to the Tepee and put them under the floor of the new 
cabin. Cutting brush and digging balance of morning. Didnt 
feel like work after dinner, so crossed over to Yellow Pine 
Camp to get some things I need, After supper took pail, 


skillet etc., part way down the trail to the Tepee. 


Tuesday. July 18. Left home for Hill's at 4.15 A.M. Mrs 

Hill went down to the gate to meet the ae 6.20. Goue | 
my own breakfast. Walk up tired me a good deal more than 

on Sunday.Took it easy all day...George Mendenhall and friend 
stopped in about 4 P.M. Wrote long letter to Pullan Foster, 
first since I was at Sen Ysidro in March. Copying original 


Declaration of Independence into diary. (Note--skipit here) — 


